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Refugee Sponsorship Application Submission Steps 
For Blended Visa Office Referred Sponsorships (BVOR) 

AURA will guide your group/parish through the following steps as we work together to submit a refugee sponsorship application: 
 

Stage 1

An Anglican Parish or Community 
Group contacts AURA to do a 

BVOR sponsorship. 
For Community Groups: A partnership 

with a Parish is formed, if possible. 

AURA requests pre-approval from 
the Diocese for that parish to 

participate in sponsorship.

A committed sponsor group is 
formed. AURA is satisfied of the 

their capacity to provide settlement 
and financial support.

The sponsor group discusses any 
limitations or preferences for their 

BVOR sponsorship 
(eg. single person, family size). 

Parish leadership and wardens are 
in support of the sponsorship.

AURA officially opens the case file 
for the sponsor group.

Stage 2

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
is used to clarify roles and resposibilities.

*Required for community partnerships
*Optional for parish sponsor groups

Fundraising begins. Funds must be held 
by the parish. AURA will confirm the 

amount required prior to submission.

The sponsor group provides contact info 
and police checks to AURA for each 

sponsor/group member 
(all together please).

AURA selects a profile from the BVOR 
Matching Database. Sponsors must 

confirm quickly (within 24 hours) if they 
wish to proceed.

AURA officially opens the case file 
for the sponsorship.

The sponsor group submits a Settlement 
Plan and Budget to AURA.

Stage 3

AURA prepares the documents that 
will be submitted to IRCC.

The Parish provides written 
confirmation that the required 

funds are in place.

AURA arranges a conference call 
with the churchwardens, priest and 
sponsor group leaders and requests 
the churchwardens sign the forms.

AURA requests final approval 
from the Diocese.

AURA submits the application to the 
Government of Canada.

Processing times vary. Average = 2- 4 months to 
arrival. Upon arrival, the 1-year sponsorship 

period begins. AURA can request contact 
information for the refugees. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/help-outside-canada/private-sponsorship-program/blended-visa-office-program.html

